

Purposes for the Reading:

· To stimulate your thinking about your philosophy of education for your PDA portfolio

· To provide a shared foundation on which we can build as we explore experiential learning

· To give you opportunities to extract new insights from your own educational experiences as you reflect on them in relation to the ideas from the readings

PRE-READING ACTIVITY INSTRUCTIONS:  

· BEFORE reading Chapter 2, read each of the statements in the chart.
· In Column 1, predict whether each statement is true or false.
· Read Chapter 2.

· In Column 2, mark whether each statement is true or false according to the reading.
	PREDICTIONS

(Before Reading)
	Statement

According to Dewey (1997/1938) . . .
	CONFIRMATION

(After Reading)

	1 - True | False
	“ . . . experience and education cannot be directly equated to each other” (p. 25).
	True | False

	2 - True | False
	If experiences are not “cumulatively linked,” their energy and impact are diminished and bad habits develop (p. 26).
	True | False

	3 - True | False
	Students did not have “experiences” in traditional education (p. 26).
	True | False

	4 - True | False
	An ineffective argument that is often used to support progressive education is that both students and teachers “had the wrong kind of experiences” (p. 26).
	True | False

	5 - True | False
	Student engagement in an experience is much more important than the quality of the experience (p. 27).
	True | False

	6 - True | False
	The two key criteria which determine the quality of an experience are how pleasant it is and how much it influences future experiences (p. 27).
	True | False

	7 - True | False
	“A philosophy of education . . . is a plan for conducting education” (p. 28).
	True | False

	8 - True | False
	Most of the time, teachers’ planning is guided by tradition, not a teaching philosophy (p. 28).
	True | False

	9 - True | False
	A philosophy of education should help guide decisions about what teaching methods and materials will be used, as well as how the classroom should be managed (p. 29). 
	True | False

	10 - True | False
	In order for education to truly progress, one only needs to apply the “Either-Or philosophy . . . not to do what is done in traditional schools”(p. 29).
	True | False


DURING READING ACTIVITY INSTRUCTIONS:

· Read through the following questions.

· As you read Chapter 2, respond to each question.

· Full sentences are not required. 

11) Change - “ . . . departure from the old solves no problems” (Dewey, 1997/1938, p. 25).  Do you agree?  (Yes | No)  
Find a link to a multimedia text that supports your point of view:
           ______________________________________________________________
12) Experience - “. . . experience and experiment are not self-explanatory ideas” (Dewey, 1997/1938, p. 25).  
What does the word experience mean to you?
13) Mis-educative Experiences - “Any experience is mis-educative that has the effect of arresting or distorting the growth of further experience” (Dewey, 1997/1938, p. 25).  After reading the list of examples (bottom of p. 26 to the top of p. 27), describe one experience you have had that was “mis-educative.”
14) High Quality Experiences – Dewey claims that the two key characteristics of quality experiences are their “agreeableness or disagreeableness” and their “influence upon later experiences”(p. 27).  In your personal opinion, what are the characteristics of high quality experiences?
15) Paradigm Shifts – At one point, Dewey notes that even in the face of new information,“. . . the easiest course was to follow the line of least resistance provided by the old intellectual habit” (p. 30).  Make a list of some of the “old intellectual habits” you have had to abandon as you have grown personally or professionally (or, alternatively, list habits you would like to abandon).

POST-READING ACTIVITY INSTRUCTIONS
Briefly answer the following questions with a word, phrase, or short sentence.

16)  Three key problems with the way many people typically approach the idea of experience in education are:

a)

b)

c)

17)  Three things I want to remember about experience in education are:

a)

b)

c)

18)  List some of the methods, materials, and social relationships that are critical to your “plan” for how education “ought” to be conducted.
	Methods
	Materials
	Social Relationships
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